This interdisciplinary course will present fiction by 19th and 20th century authors against a historical, social and political background that stretches from the Unification of Italy to Fascism and World War II. We will examine how major Italian novels were adapted into films by several postwar Italian filmmakers-Taviani, Visconti, De Sica, Bertolucci, and Amelio--and what were the factors that determined that transformation. These filmmakers define their own authorial task in relation to their literary precursors
